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THREE THINGS EMPHASIZED

My congratulations and best wishes to you on this
40th anniversary of Holy Light Seminary. | was
especially impressed with three major areas of life
and learning at Holy Light: the LIVE SPIRITUAL
ENVIRONMENT with chapel services and excellent
music program; the CALIBRE OF STUDENTS in their
intense desire to learn and serve in Kingdom work;
thelr EXCELLENT LIBRARY FACILITIES AND
RESOURCES available for high level learning. The
entire physical structure of Holy Light is a seminal
module of Christ's Kingdom at work in the midst of
spiritual and secular cross-currents and busy
crossroads of human needs. Indeed, you are the
presence and message of all who pass by.

Rev. V. James Mannoia

(B AEREETER RSO SEE - P — R E LB 2
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THE IMPOSSIBLE BECAME POSSIBLE

It was in June, 1964, that | made my first visit to Holy
Light Theological College. Across these past 31
years | have developed a profound admiration for the
character and ministry of this great institution. What
has so deeply impressed me about HLTC is that
under the leadership of the college administration,
the seemingly impossible has become possible.

The student body has steadily increased with
students coming from many denominations, from
across Taiwan and other countries. Several years
ago the college launched both theological education
by extension and graduate programs. And the latest,
in cooperation with other theological schools and
denominations, a doctoral program.

Many said, “It can’'t be done” when conversations
began about the necessity and possibility of
expanding college facilities. Student population was
growing, the original buildings were aging and
inadequate, there were new opportunities for
increased college ministry - all these were indicators
that God wanted the college to “arise and build”.
Faith in God was put to the test. What prevailing
prayer, what praise to God for His mercy and His
power, and what progress in response to faith!

| thank God for the privilege of participating in the
ongoing ministry of HLTC. Every visit to the college
has been a joy.

On this occasion | dare to believe that God's special
blessing will continue upon HLTC and its multi-
faceted Kingdom ministry.

K. Lavern Snider
Former Missionary to Japan

(st - foLSRERE R B - @ H AR R RS
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YOUR SISTER SCHOOL

It is with great joy that | write to congratulate you on
the 40th anniversary of Holy Light Theological
Seminary. We at Greenville College praise God for
the wonderful work that has been done through your
seminary over these years, and we consider
ourselves fortunate to be a sister institution, sharing
the goals of helping to spread the gospel and
preparing young people for their place of service in
the world.

It has been my personal joy to have been with you in
Kaohsiung and to have seen your beautiful facility
and the smiling faces of your students. We have
enjoyed so much having your students and faculty on
our campus as regular students and when you come
for summer visits. God has made you a source of
encouragement to us here in Greenville with each
visit you have made.

My hope and prayer is that the future will allow for
many more times of exchange, both faculty and
students, as we work toward the coming years.

| send you specific greetings from our past president,
Dr. Richard Stephens, from professors Jo Ann Noble
and Dan Jensen, and from my wife, Joanna. We all
hold you in great esteem as dear friends.

May God continue to bless you richly under the
leadership of Dr. Lu.

Robert E. Smith
President
Greenville College

( SEEHEL - ARECI RSB AR - )




A BEACON OF LIGHT

| rejoiced in learning that Holy Light Theological
Seminary would be celebrating her 40th anniversary
this October. How wonderfull! The seminary has
been a beacon of light for God through the years and
| know that you will continue to be such in the coming
years.

My time with you in 1986 was a highlight for me. It
was my first time to live in another culture and | had
many surprises and fun experiences. The faculty
and students treated me like a “queen.” They met my
every need - even to putting more rice and fish on my
plate if they thought | was not eating enough and
giving me motorcycle rides. What fun!

| am impressed with the commitment of Holy Light to
further the Kingdom . You have been of invaluable
service to the churches in Taiwan and now you are
increasing your missions outreach. | commend you
for this and pray that in the coming years this phase
of your program will be evident as you send out your
own missionaries to needy countries.

A beautiful result of my time with you has been the
establishment of the sister-school relationship
between Holy Light and Greenville College. | am so
pleased with the exchange program we have had
with faculty and students. It has certainly proven to
be an enriching experience for our faculty and
students who have come to Holy Light.

May God continue to be your love, your wisdom, and
your guide as you serve Him through Holy Light.

Jo Ann Naoble
Professor of Music
Greenville College
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When the name change
was suggested, Rev. James H.
Taylor, Sr. voiced his concerns
that ‘theological’ might lead to a
lessening emphasis on the Bible
and knowledge of the Bible. The
direct approach to the whole Bible
still characterizes the focus of Holy
Light.

While outside of Taiwan
groups are afraid of the word
‘inerrancy’ of the Word, this is not
true of Holy Light. Fortunately, the
evangelical church in Taiwan has
held a very high view of Scripture
and realizes its power if only it be
‘sent forth.” Such an ambassador
will accomplish its task.

Holy Light, as representing
the Free Methodist Church in
mission and doctrine, fortunately
does not only stress gifts of the
Spirit, psychology of Christian
experience, the experience of
Filling, or the lofty goal to work
toward perfection, or merely
‘reckoning’ that the inner work of
cleansing is completed, but
stresses real and thorough
cleansing of carnality and filling

REFLECTIONS ABOUT HOLY LIGHT’S
PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE

love. How carnality and self
destroys homes and churches!
How God'’s love filling the heart ‘by
faith’ brings peace, harmony,
reconciliation, and a sense of
purpose and mission! But are we
encouraging students and faculty
alike to seek this perfect love,
which casts out fear? Do we
obtain this clean heart? Do we
gladly die for Christ's sake?
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Holy Light has emphasized
that character is more important
than service - even if that service
be to people in and out of the
church, and it is first done to and
for Christ. To be holy, pleasing to
God, in a ‘place’ able to receive
blessings, with no barriers
between soul and our Creator and
Redeemer, this is the goal of
character at Holy Light. People
might reject our Gospel, but may
they never reject us because we
are not ‘good’ people.

| have a vision: every
faculty and staff member intensely
involved in the actual ministry and
in home meetings, in a particular
local church. If the faculty do not

pastor, do not call on people, do

not witness to Christ outside the
church, do not see people in
hospitals and counsel people in
crises, how can we teach our
students to do so?

| have a vision: of every
pastor in ‘in-service training’ and
‘life-long learning’, not merely for
degrees or to avoid being involved
with pecple’s lives, but to be able
to better minister, to cause the
church to grow in numbers, in staff,
in faith and in involving the whole
congregation to individually have
‘my own ministry’ to peopie. Non-
believers are tired of hearing
words without knowing Christians
personally. Believers are tired of
hearing boring messages with no
impact on their lives.
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| have a vision: to save
souls, not merely baptize sinners
who remain unchanged in their
spiritual life; to see lives and
families transformed; to see
converted people discipled and
discipling others; to see discipled
people trained and leading others
to Christ. The best training for
ministry is ministry and especially
saving a life from sin,
discouragement and tragic habis.

| would like to see Holy
Light so train pastors that each
servant of God would plan to be a
minister in ‘1 place for 40 years,’
with the dynamic power of God
and fresh messages and vision
that not only bring continuing
usefulness and fruit, but cement
relationships that make a long
ministry possible. But here there
must be renewing, humility, faith,
learning, not that confrontiveness
that makes a ‘move’ called for.
The field is the world, but ‘grass is
not greener’ elsewhere. Escapism
is a devastating ploy of Satan to
move God's servant elsewhere,
after God has spent so much time
and effor to suit him for a particular
church and ministry. If we let God,
He does suit a particular person
for a particular church ministry.
God does not play chess.

Now for a few random
thoughts for pastors:

1. Have a planned ministry
with accountability. Schedule
each day so your people know
what you are doing.

2. Prepare thoroughly and
deeply for preaching and teaching
the Word of God.

3. Know that powerful

preaching comes from a faith that
expects God’s Word to change
individual people now.

4. Focus on Christ and Him
alone, His glory and power in your
life.

5. Exercise soul and body
for a fit body and mind, holy and
wholly given to Him.

- 6. Apprentice someore in
your church, not as an employee,
but as a partner in calling and
ministry.

7. Avoid non-productive
busy- work, running around and
spreading vourselves so thin that
church growth simply does not
happen.

8. Seek deliverance from
the Blame, Shame, Game and
Guilt mind-set of our culture.

9. Love people, love to be
with them: “Do you really like
people?”

10. Seek healing for past
sores through the healing power of
the Spirit of God.




Holy Light is a lighthouse, a
beacon, a training center. Our
students and graduates must be
constantly on the alert to disciple
and accompany a person in
ministry. We are not there only to
perform or show by doing (which

doesn’t teach anyone anyway), but
to work and pray with some one
person.

Holy Light must also
concern itself with the character,
growth, ministry, success and
failure of every graduate. Thisis
not for institutional saving of face
or reputation, but because of a
sense of responsiblity to ‘be here’
for each one. Many pastors have
no ‘pastor’ to talk to. Let Holy Light
‘be here’ because God is here, to
be a Mightly Counsellor.

Dr. William H. Bicksler
Missionary to Taiwan
( BHERRIL - REEEEHE - SR
IR AE 2 )




THE BEGINNING OF FREE METHODIST MISSIONS IN
TAIWAN AND HOLY LIGHT THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE

With the fall of mainland
China to the Communists in 1949,
many feared that missionary work
among the Chinese had come to
at least a temporary standstill. The
situation appeared even more
grim for Geneva Sayre, who found
herself behind the Bamboo
Curtain without an exit visa. Two
years later, in 1951, Miss Sayre
was allowed to leave the
mainland. She departed -- not for
the States, but for Hong Kong.
After an initial survey trip to Taiwan
two months later, Miss Sayre
entered what she realized was a
wide open door, carefully selecting
the unchurched southern port city
of Kaohsiung for the Free
Methodist Mission Headquarters.
She returned with a report to the
U.S, and was appointed to Taiwan
in 1952.

Three months later Kate
Leininger came to join her, and the
two ladies worked tirelessly to
establish churches at Taliao and
Fengshan and other preaching
points, covering many miles by

foot, bicycle, pedicab and three-
wheeled motor scooter. The next
year more “old-China hands”
arrived, not only to lighten the
load, but to broaden it, as the work
grew rapidly. Carolyn Winslow
reached Taiwan in July, 1953, with
her two sons, to be followed by
James and Alice Taylor four
months later. For two more years
these five veteran missionaries
worked alone, pouring their hearts
and lives into the work --
establishing Holy Light Bible
College in Kaohsiung in 1955,
planting both Mandarin and
Taiwanese-speaking preaching
points, and establishing the
mountain work, pioneered by Alice
Taylor.

The first small Provisional
Annual Conference in April, 1954,
reported 64 full members, four
organized churches, and five
chapels. In 1955 James H. Taylor,
Jr. and his wife Leone arrived and
were soon heavily involved in both
the Theological College and in
church planting. James, Jr. and
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Leone were to serve 25 years in
Taiwan, he as principal, first of
Holy Light Theological College
and then of the Union China
Evangelical Seminary in Taipei;
Leone as music instructor,
librarian and mission treasurer.

In 1958 William and Marith
Bicksler arrived in Taiwan and in
1960 Dorothy Raber joined the
growing mission family, followed
the next year by John and Ellen
Silva. Without the language
advantage or experience of their
veteran colleagues, these young
missionaries spent many hours
during their first years studying the
Chinese language.

During the early years, the
work grew rapidly, especially
among refugee mainlanders and
mountain people. Kaohsiung was
firmly established as field
headquarters, with Holy Light
Theological College, a mission
residence, and a rapidly growing
church. Fengshan church grew
quickly, having a special ministry
to the thousands of military men in
the area, including those at the
“West Point” of Free China.

Growing from a home
meeting to a store front and finally
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to a large attractive church,
Pingtung became Carolyn
Winslow’s special ministry,
reaching mainland families and Air
Force men.

More missionaries arrived
when Harry and Ruth Winslow
were transferred from Hong Kong
in 1966, extending their first term
in order to return to language
school to learn Mandarin after
having studied Cantonese. Harry
served a term as President of Holy
Light Theological College and
Ruth used her nursing training to
minister to mountain people along
with holding English Bible classes
for Chinese women.
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Shortly afterwards in 1967
Wilma Kasten joined the work;
then David and Mildred
Samuelson arrived, the first of the
China missionaries to study the
local Taiwanese language spoken
by the native islanders. Ten years
later Susan Yu was appointed.
Her ministry has been mainly as
Holy Light Theological College's
librarian. Her ability to speak
several languages has been a real
asset.

By 1968 the China Annual
Conference in Taiwan, now only
15 years old, had grown to include
32 ordained pastors, representing
37 organized churches and 17
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chapels. The total membership
that year was reported with great
joy -- God had added 1,681 souls
to the church in Taiwan. Eleven
missionaries worked in diverse
ministries -- church planting,
college teaching, English Bible
classes, ministering to the health
needs of the mountain people, and
working side by side with the
national pastors in the local church
ministries. That same year Holy
Light Theological College reported
15 teachers, 7 full-time and 8 part-
time. The early establishment of a
Bible college put strong emphasis
on learning the Word of God, a key
factor in producing the strong and
devout ministers which have
blessed our work.




Holy Light was born in 1955
in a sway-backed building, fondly
called the “Dragon’s Back.” This
was replaced in 1968 by an
attractive 3 story building.

The old facilities were not
adequate to handle the continued
increase in enroliment. It was
decided to rebuild the school on
the same site, with construction
beginning in the fall of 1964. The

building was completed in April,
1965. In 1966 the Institute
stopped recruiting junior high
school graduates and began to
recruit college/junior college
graduates for a three-year
program.

Larger facilities and a better
reputation attracted even more
students. By the late 1970's, the
need to enlarge the facilities was
again being felt. On graduation
day of 1983, the Board of Trustees
announced the rebuilding plan.
Five years later, the eight-story
building, plus a full basement,
(totalling about 79,000 square feet
of floor space) was formally
opened in October, 1988.

With the implementation of
a credit system, the Institute then

evolved into having a Theological
Program and a Graduate Program,
and by 1968, it was felt that the
name should be changed. With
the approval from the Free
Methodist World Mission in
America, and by the local Board of
Trustees, the name was formally
changed to Holy Light Theological
College on January 1, 1969.

In 1988, a Graduate
Program (M.Div. and M.Min.) was

added. The name was once again
changed to Holy Light Theological
Seminary in 1990.

In other ways the ministry
of Holy Light expanded. A strong
Theological Education by
Extension (TEE) program extends
theological education to laymen in
local church centers. In 1977 Holy
Light established a weekly Light
and Life Hour radio program, 15
minutes in length, sent by
Overseas Radio in Korea to the
China mainland. The programs
originated from a small recording
room on the third floor of Holy
Light. In 1980 the concern for
spreading the message to
mainland China fostered the
development of the Light and Life
Communications Department.




In more recent years VISA
missionaries have also responded
to the great demand for English
secretarial work and language
teaching. Many have worked
tirelessly to serve the Lord in
Taiwan, ministering in the
churches and reaching out to
those whose door to faith in Christ

has been a desire to learn English.

Through the years other VISA
personnel have taught missionary
children at Morrison Academy.

The growth of the Taiwan
work has not matched the rapid
expansion of the early years. But
the Free Methodist Church in
Taiwan is built on a solid
foundation, highly respected, and
God continues to bless the work
with a steady growth. The Taipei
area now has 4 rapidly growing
churches, and for the first time, a
national conference
superintendent is stationed in the
north. A conference office
building, located in the heart of
Kaohsiung City, provides a place
from which to oversee the work.

At Holy Light Theological
Seminary there is a dedicated staff
of workers who give themselves to
students who are preparing for
ministry. The students who study
are serious about serving the Lord.
The Free Methodist Church is
proud to be serving the people of
Taiwan through its missionaries,
VISA personnel and support of
Holy Light Theological Seminary.

by Marith Bicksler
adapted by Avena Jones
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REFLECTIONS ON
CAROLYN WINSLOW

My aunt, Carolyn Winslow, was a strong infiuence in
my life and in the life of our family.

She was one of nine children raised in the Christian
home of Dr. & Mrs. Clyde Van Valin of Unionville,
Pennsylvania (now called Fleming) where he, as a
dentist, directed family prayers twice a day with his
children. They attended and were all converted at
the small Free Methodist Church in that tiny village.

At an early age Carolyn began telling her family of
her call to be a missionary. At one point she said,

“| want to go right now,” so the family story goes, to
which her Father replied, “But you will have to go to
school and learn many things before you are ready.”

Her zeal for reaching the lost was evident in her work
for the Lord before she left home for college. She
would walk the country roads near her village, taking
tracts to homes where she believed they needed the
Gospel.

She attended Greenville College in Greenville,
Ilinois where she and my mother, Josephine Howard
Van Valin, became dear friends. In fact, Carolyn
made my Mother’s wedding dress and attended her
at the wedding.

The story of her first marriage to LeRoy Brown and
his death shortly thereafter is well known. They were
both stricken with typhoid fever at the same time.
She survived, but he did not.

| remember as a lad when she and her second
husband, Harold Winslow, visited our home in
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eastern New York State shortly before their first
departure for China. Their mission was a prayer
priority in our home for years. Every letter was read
and reread. A large map above the couch in our
dining room contained a bright thumb tack at the
approximate location of their work in China. |
remember praying for “Uncle Harold and Aunt
Carolyn, right up there,” pointing to the thumb tack for
lack of ability to pronounce the difficult Chinese
name.

Her letters included accounts of the war with Japan, B
telling of Harold's fearless encounters with armed :
soldiers who came to the door and of hearing the
bullets whiz through the upstairs when their children
were safely hidden below.

lliness took Harold also in an untimely death, but
Carolyn never faltered in her pursuit of her heavenly @
calling, raising her two sons, Paul and Harold, |
singlehandedly.

Early in her “calling” she felt strongly inclined to go to
Africa. But as negotiations continued with the
Missionary Board it became evident she and her
husband were needed in China instead. She spoke
of the necessity of submission and trust in this
change of plans. Years later when doing extensive
traveling she finally visited the country of her first
dreams.

Carolyn was one of the most skillful yet persistent
personal evengelists | have witnessed. When she
was visiting our home on one occasion, alone, we
welcomed a single neighbor woman to accompany
us to the service where she would speak. Not
knowing the spiritual condition of this neighbor, but
feeling constrained to inquire of her spiritual state,
Carolyn made a gentle but pointed inquiry just as we
were getting into the car. She did it so naturally and
kindly that no one could take offense. Neither could




they escape the Spirit-directed point of her question.

Carolyn was a champion story-teller. At our family
reunions we would sit spellbound while she told of
her ministry among the headhunters in the mountains
of Taiwan, especially the story of the man who
persuaded his fellow-tribesman to take only one
more head and then forever cease. He arranged the
time and place, then appeared there himself in
disguise. The men were so deeply troubled to
discover who it was they had taken as their sacrifice,
they vowed never to do it again. Apparently the
practice ended there in that tribal group.

Or we would ache with laughter as she told of
attending worship with Generalissimo and Madam
Chiang Kai Shek when James Hudson Taylor's

folding chair collapsed under him. While all those
around him attempted valiantly to suppress their
laughter, he calmly remained attentive in his deflated
position!

Carolyn was a lover of music. She played the auto
harp and sang with a soft, lilting voice. For some
years | had in my possession her personal copy of
the Free Methodist Hymnal (1911 edition) which was
marked on every page with her devotional reflections
on the message in the grand old hymns she loved.
At our family reunion in the early 1960’s the audio
recording carried the sound of her voice leading the
family in singing, “I will meet you . . . in the morning
over there . . .” At the close of her memorial service in
Spring Arbor, Michigan, where it was my privilege to
be the speaker, we played that recording at the
conclusion of the message. Her musical promise is
still ringing in our ears.

From my earliest recollection | realized that Aunt

Carolyn was determined that | should be a
missionary. Through the years of my college
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education and at almost every contact she would
inquire or encourage me toward that decision. In
fact, | believe it was she who arranged for an
application from our Missionary Board to arrive at my
desk. After several years of careful prayer and
deliberation, 1 finally felt clear to put the application
aside and continue on the course God seemed to be
laying out for me. Many years later after | was
chosen bishop and begain ministry in several
overseas countries, including three countries in
Central Africa, she smilingly conceded that God knew
what He was doing and | was finally serving as a
“missionary” after all.

A part of Carolyn’s story not usually known by the
public is the fact of her mental and emotional
breakdown in mid-life. Apparently the trauma of
losing two husbands in death in addition to the high
stress of the war years in China took their toll on her
emotional strength. She was admitted as a patient at
the Johns Hopkins University Hospital in Maryland
for extensive psychiatric treatment.

A minister and wife who lived in the area agreed to
care for her when she was released as an outpatient.
The wife related to me personally the moment when
Carolyn suddenly came to herself while they walked
together, returning to full control of her mind and
emotions. The prayers of family and friends
contributed largely to her full recovery. At a final
interview her psychiatrist took from his desk drawer a
picture taken of her at her very worst moment and
held it for her to see, waiting for her response. In her
words describing that experience, she remembered
saying to him, “But I'm not that way now.” with a
smile. Subsequently she returned to Taiwan where
additional high stress events failed to shatter her
peace and wholeness in Christ: a bus accident
which injured her severely and a former employee
who threatened her life.




To the end of her life she remained serene and in full
control of her faculties.

Eternity alone will reveal the fruit of Carolyn Van
Valin Winslow’s labors of love in this world. She left
an indelible example of commitment to God’s will,
faithfulness in fulfilling His mission and a loving heart
toward all she met.

We have been blessed immeasureably by her life.

By Bishop Emeritus Clyde Van Valin
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