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CONGRATULATIONS ON THE 60th YEAR OF HOLY LIGHT

March 26, 2015

@ongranﬂations on the 60th year of Holy Light Theological Seminary . I praise God for His commission
and blessings on all who have served faithfully and sacrificially at Holy Light since 1955.

I remember arriving in Taiwan to teach in the seminary in 1960, just five years from the founding date. What
a challenge to awaited me to start learning the language and adjusting to a different culture. People were so
kind to me and so helpful. T am forever thankful for the open door God gave me to serve Him in Taiwan.
The Spirit of the Lord was present in the seminary from the beginning and a Holy God and His Holy Word
was highly honored by all the teachers. God blessed and gave good growth. More and more students came
and in 1995 a new three story building was constructed. More growth brought on the construction of our
eight story building which is now becoming too small.

The most precious blessing from God is the hundreds of men and women who have received a strong
Biblical and theological training in a Spirit filled environment, have graduated, have gone out into the whole
world to preach and teach the Gospel of Jesus Christ and have brought thousand of souls into the Kingdom
of God.

Holy Light is strategic in location to reach out into all Asia. Countries once closed to the Gospel are now
open and a great harvest awaits. God is going to use Holy Light's graduates to bring this amazing harvest
into the His fold.

My prayers are continually with all who now serve and will serve in this great ministry of our Almighty God
and our Lord Jesus Christ. May the Holy Spirit continue to fill each classroom, each hallway, each office,

the hearts of each student and the hearts of all who are ministering at Holy Light.
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& SRS FER AT - ERIEHER Thank you, Holy Light
: E—EE R - B E e
B2 2 FAF— S TEMREE Y » fusts— %oly Light Bible School, Holy Light College, Holy Light Seminary—what is the name of the place
HAEEESEE—NEOE - REAFITZES - where I spent many of the years of my life? I went to Holy Light in 1967 in the fall and lived in the
(HEH L EEE — B EFIIRE T » EEFHS dormitory with the students until 1970. I didn't know a lot but they were good years and I learned many
B o — L LEEZRE - RIESREE WS things.
- JEFELE - BMFEMMIREERE —LREIE When I returned in 1977, I taught at the school and kept on learning. I loved the students and even though
Al - MK R A 2 EEHR R - they thought I was a strict teacher, they loved me back.
HFES—NLN=E > HEREESSE - From then on when I was in Taiwan, until 1993, I taught at Holy Light whether I lived in Kaohsiung or
AR B S EAhtth 5 - FREEEEEE > W elsewhere and still have friends from those days. God is good and helps even when we don't know how to
SARIRFOF SR EARI R IR i 82 - il = 35 do well—or even speak really good Mandarin. Thank you, Holy Light for letting me work with you and
= BEERMTEEE A R IR &R A even come back after I retired to help.
FRIHT SRS - AbEREIEHIRY - B¢ - SR My prayer is that God will continue to
WAMREL » EERREEEZREILT - FHHSH bless Holy Light and lead her to be a
BEBEE ) FEERES —FrEEHI school that trains true and faithful workers

bt - BHIEERIIMEEECIITA ° in His vineyard.




J ‘;S}
J Tl ELE

v

D
o

< o
-

S Pt

G

BN S

¢

R

L N

WKE 5
B4 35 R AR
REZE
Sk

BE

o k0 o F




Lo S £ 6
i%,

EwB PRI\ BEETIR

O &%+ : ¥ ¥ X ¥+ (Dr. Dorothy Raber) ¥4 : 5| £

o CHSEBEAREIEE g - ALK E IR
5§‘Eﬁ%ﬁ@%$ﬁ%ﬁ°%%%@@%@%@%
KEE ~ B BRI FERE TR T AR AU - FAEME—LUOE
RAEHEB T ER - SR 0 EESNERLT
WIRBERRE g ~ EREFALPFEILFIEREEE - B THIER
(Geneva Sayre) LAYt » FREHIEH L HERIEE - HYEH
HRFLARRE I P BEBR R B - @ 3L 28 MR A - N BA7ERE
BN+ =K - BGEEEE AR » i EfEianiE
EEUE o

HtE A B R § EMBORFIE R L - HRFIE R
REIHCHIBER - R E TR A ~ J#S T -
AMEBRE B R TEEEEEHAERRIEZ THAR -
M EEREEE o TSP BEIE T A E - e
BRI BEr &8 A LEEBEES > FFESEMEH
BRI - R I R L A M o PRI ATE AR
KA fERES 5 HAFEREHER - &/ o R
HREEE - IR ERLEEFFEEAR -

BHREP— A —FREFEREEE  tiRelEEE
USRI - e 588 R — 2k g B GHIERE - BEA
B EE SR E M - RYTHE LRLEERME AR -

—NA=FH R AR E L AISRCE I8 g wE
i R R K EFI ARV TR i - ERR 6

THE MIRACLE OF HOLY LIGHT THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY'S NEW EIGHT STORY BUILDING

%oly Light Theological Seminary is a Free Methodist seminary in the southern port city of Kaohsiung,
Taiwan, the second largest city.

It's founding is an amazing story of God's marvelous power, guidance and provision.

When the Communist took over China in the late 1940s, missionaries had to leave.

Our Free Methodist missionaries had to leave many churches, our Christians and our Northwest Bible Institute.
All our missionaries returned to the United States except for Geneva Sayre.

Nor able to get out of China quickly enough, she was detained by the communist and placed in a prison for
42 days. Finally, able to process the proper papers, she was released and went to Hong Kong.

There she met with missionaries from other denominations who had not yet returned to their countries.
There she learmed that thousands and thousands of Chinese, the educated. former government officials, and
people who were not willing to come under a Communist government were fleeing to Taiwan.

Also, former leader in China, General Chiang Kai-shek, was taking all of his military there. He hoped to
regroup and with the help of other free countries, go back and drive the Communist out.

‘We know that this never happened and he set up The Requblic of Free China.

He and Madame Chiang Kai-shek, being Christians, opened the door for missionaries and spreading of the Gospel.
This is when Geneva Sayre, in 1951 went to Taiwan from Hong Kong and established our Free Methodist
work. There she met some of our Christians from our China churches and these became the first leaders of our church.
Our first ministries were to the refugees and the military.

In 1953, Realizing the need to train pastors and church leaders. Geneva wa able to purchase a train and bus atations.

Here is where our miraculous story begins.
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Very soon James H. Taylor Il and wife, Alice, arrived

James H. Taylor II was grandson of the great James Hudson Taylor who founded the China Inland

Mission.

Forward slide shows the III rd and IV th. Today there isa V th.
ERTARRT  RMBEHBHAIE

But as for me and my house,We will serve the lord.

;1

ReLEHE  RAEEERE  BALEHE  REYEHE  REEERE
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All the missionaries shown here were those who had to leave China and were reassigned to Taiwan.

Buiding on the property G Sayre p as
Holy nght‘s 1st Chssrooms :

Going to Street Evangelism

Wit AR BERE
1Rty 1 |
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REARPRE - These first pioneer missionaries were called Spirit-filled Evangelists. Preachers, Teachers and
On October5, 1955 James H. Taylor 1I founded Holy Light. He was the first president and became Church planters.

Mission Chairman and first Church Conference Superintendent.

Holy Light President's home and B built on 1st proparty

First Kachsiung F.M. Church, beside Holy Light, used for
classrooms

Property near Holy Light purchased
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Tsaopu 2nd Church Building o,
' Danlu F.M. Church

Tsaopu F.M. (?hl.ll’l:h lay leaders . .




2% 4

) s VA wiEs | 26-27 |

WK AR SR AR E BT EE AR RATERE - BRI T —([EREES) - 2F
RENERIAKEIREE - FEE T RIFEEIE 25 MR
EhEHTEA T BIR IRETEE - LR —EERXIIR AL EREHE) - EEAAZEE
SHEAEZELRIREBNT - BAts T ERAMEEARIHT -

Alice Taylor led our mission work into the Paiwan Mountain Tribal area where we saw a people
movement, almost whole villages coming to Christ. Young men were chosen to come to Holy Light to be
trained as pastors.

Other missionaries went into the Rukai Mountain Tribal area. Also a great moving to Christ. Alice Taylor

with the help of other missionaries started work amoung the Hakka Chinese and the Taiwan Chinese the

- Eariy mountain villages - Tsaopu

Taiwanese.

Early times, mountain bridges - Ruth Winslow 'y W Mountain Tribal Traditional dress

Alice helping a mountain student

Tribal chief (right) at Tsaopu, 188 his people to Christ
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Returning to our Holy Light
story. James H. Tayor II became
Holy Light's 1st President, our
15t F M. Church Conference
Superintendent and 15t Mission

Chairman.

Later photo

AP aE= M ETFRIFEE
BRIET - AERPEREIGHE - hE e
BUREE o il kFIEam B S HRER -
BERMEEEFE CGEE ® BT
flh e —(L B 5% » FIBUR 3% B RIS HAHE
B 54 - BE LRy - EEEE
B G HIFERR TS -

The next photo of Mr. Stone and his wife is
important. Mr. Stone came to Taiwan from
China where he had been a government official.
He was led to Christ by Alice Taylor and became
very valuable to our mission & Holy Light.

He was an expert in working with Taiwan
government officials relating to matters
conceming our presence in Taiwan, buying land,

buildings, building Holy Light and churches.

q Mr. & Mrs. Stone - Business Administrator

WA AR |30-31 |
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1E 1957 &5 1985 F 2 BIREFIZBMERL -

With many churches being planted. Holy Light's
student body growing, there was need for more career
missionaries, especially for teachers.

Between 1960 and 1976 the following missionaries
were appointed. Besides teaching they were all

assigned to help in the church work.

Career missionaries who came between 1957 and 1985.




O)| #E s | 34-35 |

Dorothy Raber, Teaching at Holy Light T.5.

BT 3‘%5

Troy & Angela Peterson. Children: Kristy & Lindsey. Teacher & church ministries

John & Ellen Silva (center of photo) two children, Heather & Beverly not shown.

Teachers & church ministries Tim Kinkead and wife Lily

Recent career missionaries, David & Sarah Clemente.
oy Becca Doyle Children: Carman & Jacob.
Teacher, tain, Rukai church ministries Teacher and church ministries.

Mission Treas:nrer and GI-‘\‘L,II'CI"I.I‘I‘;II:HSII'IES
David, Millie, Marla Samuelson
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Presidents of Holy Light and years of service.

James H. Taylor Il 1955 - 1961 I

William H. Bicksler
1968 - 1970
{on the right)

Ken & Romayng Sle\stro \

et ey B L AR IS

R. to L. Will & Evangeline Smith, two daughters
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Jonathan Lu 1992 - 2000 ® $ % gjxj I?J'] I_ ﬁ

Acedemic Dean, Joel Lee (right) Business Manager, Jeng Ya-wen (left)
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im0 B HIE LA EEEHAEE » KLBHEAN - KESHRRAY - EFHEBREIEA - &7 Graduation 1935
IHEAME——HE M FFI R - Pk Aok E7 BA fh MRTAR SR T4 -
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Over 98% of students are in Christian ministries, mostly pastors. Most all are successful-sincere, dedicated

servants of the Lord. No way to show them all here. Will select a few and name their fields of ministry.

Graduation after .
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‘We can see the students enrollment and activities growing but the Seminary building is not. In the following
photos, note some crowded conditions.
The time has come for larger quarters.

o e The following photos show some

of the preparations and people that
made possible the new, miraculous
seminary building. It all started with

earnest prayer in 1985, 1986.
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Finished product - 8 stories Finished-Fall 1988

R o
B AREIT AR R S - 3 e
BRRE RN E AR ZERAE - i,
brE SR fhsRER -
The first big sum of money that came in was in a
gold bar.
Given by a retired soldier. his full retirement fund.
God told him to give it. ke, ;
7,:‘-.—';';:'5"’!".‘1‘;' B Q e
[ 4 .
1 F—E “wE BERIE - ERERM The next The first “miracle” was to get construction started. With only one million Tarwan dollars in the
- HE—EEE% (312503%57T) {HL fund (U.S. $31.250). the construction did get under way. Holy Light President. Mark Peng, and Director
BEEE T - BN ERE - BERE of Fund Raising. Susan Yu, went to Mr. Jang, President of the Taiping Yang Construction Company (a
I —F £ KPR EERATIRIE S Christian) to ask him to start building. He agreed. saying. give me the one million, we start construction and
E(EBE) FMET - EET - as the money comes in, pay us.
W FRfa I —E EoER L - 25 -
ERER - BN - 2 KN “FHE" R KA 3 BEEETHIEEEE 2 EREE o SRS LA -

Thebig “miracle” is that at the cost of almost 3 million U.S. dollars the building was paid off in 2
years. All to the glory of God!
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Architect drawing approved - eight stories
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© Dr. Samuel H. H. Chiow

Spiritual Formation and Theological Education

%on‘or stories are often told and heard that seminary actually hinder ones spiritual life. Theological
education does more harm than good to the development of a minister. The rigors of theological training
may build up ones intellectual life but it spells the lost of ones spiritual life. In some Chinese Church, going
to seminary and getting a proper theological training is even discouraged. Behind these lamentations and
unease over theological education one sense the importance of spiritual formation in seminary training. The
ideals of spirituality are a need to be addressed in theological education.

Since the early Church the focus of theological education is spiritual formation. The leading exemplars
in the patristic period alone are these remarkable models: Ignatius, Irenaeus, Cyprian, Athanasius,
Chrysostom, Ambrose, Augustine, Cyril of Jerusalem, and Gregory the Great. All of them were profound
theological teachers. All were pastors. All were biblical scholars and commentators. Ambrose and
Gregory are probably the leading patristic examples of the integration of the intellectual and spiritual or
character formation in theological education.”" “The Love of Learning and the Desire for God,' a phrase
that comes from Jean Leclercq:s classical study of monastic education in the middle age demonstrates that
the knowledge and the love of God is, or at least should be central to theological education. Thus, effective
theological formation of men and women for ministries in the church and the world, should involved
deepening their spiritual life. *

Broadly. within the Protestant tradition, there has often been a suspicion of “spirituality.' especially as it

! carl Volz, “Seminaries: The Love of Learning or the Desire of God?” Dialog 28.2 (Spring, 1989), 104.
2 Tean Leclercq, The Love of Learning and the Desire for God (trans Catherine Misrahi; (New York: Fordham University, 1982).
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is express in classical spiritual disciplines beyond corporate or individual
prayer and hymn singing. Lovelace observed that Luther and Calvin
reacted against Western Catholic spirituality because Catholics believed
they were being justified only as they were being sanctified. This led to
a spirituality, which required a progression to perfection through spiritual
exercises. Because of this reaction. Luther and Calvin may have gone to
an extreme in avoiding the use of spiritual exercises for spiritual growth.
Lovelace believes that “the new interest in spiritual disciplines shows hat
we are tying recover balance.” * Openness to spiritual formation practices
and spiritual formation as an intentional effort on Protestant theological
school campuses is a relatively new phenomenon.

The renewed concern for spirituality in the contemporary church is a
mixed blessing for those who teach in seminary and theological schools.
On the one had it is helpful. The spiritual quality of theological education
must surely be taken as seriously as the academic disciplines through
which it has traditionally been taught. On the other hand it is problematic.
Protestant theological education has tended to focus on methods of critical
reflection, thereby creating a very particular education. Seminaries

emerged and grew: with the ideal that great work of seminaries is

3 Richard Lovelace, “Evangelicalism: Recovering a Tradition of Spiritual Depth,” The
Reformed Journal 40. 7 (1990), 25.
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harmonizing sound philosophy and theology. “The Puritans called it a “learned ministry” and brought
to New England an English educational approach centered in colleges designed to produce public servants.
Once Harvard and Yale were established, students gained enough theology to serve as public leaders,
but technical study of theology and preparation for the ministry were left for the years after graduation.
Ministers had to pick up their theological studies by apprenticing themselves to an experienced pastor.” ¢
The practice of spirituality is by no means a reflection on God. It is the obedient living out in the world of a
dynamic relation with God, the necessary condition of our salvation in Christ.

Theological education ought to be about forming people for ministry, not simply conveying information.
The head is as important as the heart, and the intellectual development is equally important as spiritual
depth. Information is important, but theological education must shape ministerial identity. Forming
ministerial identity requires attention to the care and nurture of souls beyond the classroom as well as in it.
Education and formation in spirituality requires time and focus.

The concerns that surface when one consider the quality and depth of the seminarians relationship to God
and other persons, the first task must include spiritual formation. The task of requires the cultivation of
spiritual life to the point that the lives of seminaries become sensitive to the true and eternal realities of
God revealed in Christ, and committed to these realities as the basis of their ministry. What then is spiritual
formation? An attempt definition of spiritual formation is: “Spiritual formation refers to the work of the
Holy Spirit who transforms us into the image of Christ through deepening our relationship with God and
others in and through our daily lives. Spiritual formation has personal and corporate dimensions and is

nurtured formally through the spiritual disciplines and corporate worship, and more in formally through

4 Bruce Shelley, “The Seminaries' Identity Crisis,” Christianity Today, May 17, 1993, 43.
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families, work, civic and interpersonal experiences. Spiritual formation is an individual is evidenced by
a maturing of Christian character which effectively shoed the reality of Christ presence and love in the
world.” °
Central to the training of the minister's spiritual life is the practice of spiritual disciplines that strengthens
one's relationship with God. Those who have served as pastors know that without spiritual disciplines
we can't be sustained in our calling. If we want pastors and church leaders who know what it means to
catch a glimpse of God and who can enable others to catch the same vision, then we must create the space
for them to engage deeply in theology—not just intellectual pursuit, but contemplatively and practically
too. We are called to worship God with the mind and heart, soul and strength; is pastors an church leaders
don't know how to do this they may be equipped to fill a building, but not build the church. Practice in
the spiritual life—which is so often taken for granted needs to be a central thread of training ministers.
Spiritual formation can gain greater prominence in today's seminary if there is an institution will to back up
by some financial commitment to and clearing of time for this aspect of training. Also faculty's recognition
of its importance is vital and openness to see a more holistic approach to theological education. Moreover
student availability to enter into activities, groups and courses encouraging it.

The task of the seminary is the preparation of persons to serve in and with the Christian community of
God's people as exemplars of the gospel. This means that to “become” a community, we must “be”
a community. We must become acutely aware of our membership in Christ's community and the Chinese
community, and we must relate to the community realistically and authentically. The need is to grasp

the significance of “life together” (to borrow a term from Bonhoeffer) as the fundamental shape of the

5 Robert Banks, “Spiritual Formation in the Seminary”
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spiritual formation. We are keenly aware of the persistent individualism in Chinese culture and in popular
Christian piety. Successful, theological education would teach the student to discover that, while prayer
and the spiritual life are profoundly personal, involving a person's relationship with God. any personal
relationship is also determinatively communal. What will appear to be something new and fresh will
actually be a return to a more ancient model of theological education. This model, which has its roots in
early monasticism, will emphasize the importance of the individuals joining with a particular community,
which shares and celebrates a common life together.

Through spiritual formation program, the issues of what it means to serve Christ in the church and the
world, and what radically faithful witness to Christ entails is to keep before the student. In the context of
community, the student needs to face themselves and each other by looking carefully and prayerfully at their
past, present and future. This includes their lives of service, study and prayer, as well as their own journey
of Christian vocation. We believe seminary experience should be a time of confrontation and embrace
challenge and growth, in he context of Christian community. The spiritual formation program intends to
help student enter into self-reflection before God and God's people.

The third task is that the seminarians need to nurture the interrelation of prayer. study and service (head.
heart and hand). Theological education often in our seminary has not held these activities together. The
success or failure of a seminary ought to be measured by how well the interrelation of beliefs and practices
in articulated, forming students to see their study and prayer and service as an interrelated whole. So
often in our church life and seminary life we dichotomize or drive a wedge between Christian beliefs and
practices. The seminary emphasis on program of spiritual formation will help the student to live out the

deep connection between Christian beliefs and practices.

For centuries, worship, prayer, Bible study and prayer service have been part of theological education in

most seminaries. Christians as well as their ministers are a people of the incarnation of Word and Spirit.
From this point of view, theological education is essential to spiritual formation, and spiritual formation is
essential to theological education. A committed program of spiritual formation in theological education
is crucial to cultivating the head and the heart, the love of learning and the desire of God. Such love and
desire are shaped by. and in turn shapes. lives of transformative service to, for the with God's people. When

spiritual formation is intrinsic to rigorous theological education, it will truly enhance the trained ministers

to the deepest inward concentration for service in the church and the world.
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